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NOTES FROM THE COLLECTIVE 
Dear folks, 

We’re particularly excited about the Mozambique 
article in this packet. Frelimo, the Mozambique 
Liberation Front, gave INS press credentials for 
the independence ceremonies there. Because of our 
financial situation there was no way we could go 
ourselves. But we were able to give our credentials 
to two people who have worked for a long time with 
the Committee for a Free Mozambique. They sent us 
a first hand report on the situation. 

* * * 

Just two weeks ago, it;was revealed that a CIA 
agent was caught, but never prosecuted, for smuggling 
opium from Thailand to the U.S. in 1973. The cov- 
erage in the established press, however, did not 
mention the long and well documented history of 
CIA involv&nent in drug traffic in Southeast Asia. 
Much of the background information in our article 
on this news event comes from Alfred McCoy's book, 
"The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia." 

k * k 

There's so much happening in the world that 
it's hard for us to keep up with it all. We're 
keeping an eye on developments in Argentina — 
there have been large rank and file labor demonstra- 
tions recently, protesting Isabel Peron's economic 
policies; in Lebanon, where fighting continues be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
right-wing Christian Phalangists; and in India where 
Indira Gandhi has declared a state of emergency, 
arresting all opposition leaders and censuring the 
press. We'll try to report on these situations as 
soon as we get more information. 

Next packet we'll have an article on develop- 
ments at the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 
The government has consistently refused to investi- 
gate the deaths of eight Indians on the reservation 
since January. But following the death of two FBI 
agents and an Indian on June 26, the FBI and Bureau 
of Indian Affairs have moved onto the reservation 
in large numbers, heavily armed. 

We'll also have an article in the next packet 
on the Coors (beer) boycott in California, which 
has gained support from a Teamster truck drivers 
local that delivers Coors. 

* k k 

Your July bills, unfortunately, are not yet 
in the mail. But please don ! t feel that you have 
to wait fori them because we T re still in trouble 
financially! Please send in money as soon as pos« 
sible. 

So long, 

ms 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY P RINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KN0W7 AND WE'LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SOON! 


(Note to editors : This story is written by INS re- 
presentatives who were given official press status 
by Frelimo at last week's independence celebrations 
in Mozambique, See graphics.) 

AFTER 500 YEARS OF PORTUGUESE RULE , 

; MOZAMBIQUE IS FREE 

by Judy and Marty Hanlon 
LIBERATION News Service 

" A mango does not become' a. great tree in its 
first day 3 but tike a growing mango tree 3 we are 
deeply rooted in the soil that is our popple s and the 
masses are now tasting the first fruits „ 11 

—Samora Machel , Frelimo's president, 

September 25, 1970. 

GAN PHUMO (LOURENGO MARQUES), Mozambique (INS)— 
Mozambique became a free and independent nation June 
25, marking the end qf five centuries of Portuguese 
colonial rule. Climaxing over ten years of bloody 
guerrilla warfare, which transformed the nationalist 
movement Frelimo (the Mozambique Liberation Front) 
into a popular revolutionary party , independence 
marks a* point of departure for sweeping social and 
economic changes in this east African territory of j 
nine million people. 

Seventy thousand cheering and singing Mozambi- 
cans and hundreds of invited foreign guests crowded 
into this capital city's Maehava Stadium on the night 
of June 24 to witness the lowering of the Portuguese 
flag at midnight, and moments later, the raising of 
the new red, yellow, white and black Mozambican 
flag, making Mozambique Africa's 44th independent 
state. 

Samora Machel, president of both Frelimo and 
the new nation, proclaimed the birth of the People's 
Republic of Mozambique, which he said would be 
"a people's democratic state... the first, truly 
Marxist state in Africa." 

The next morning, speaking in guerrilla uniform 
from a balcony in the city hall of this lush Medi- 
terranean-style seaport city, Machel outlined the 
political direction independent Mozambique will take® 

"Portuguese imperialism and colonialism robbed 
us of our riches. ..while our people starved," he 
declared. Under Frelimo, Machel said, production will 
be organized collectively within communal villages, 
and new organizations for workers and youth will be 
developed. The Organization of Mozambican Women will 
be expanded to deal with the "crying problems faced 
by women," he said. 

Drenching rain fell throughout the independence 
ceremonies, but rain is traditionally viewed here as 
a sign of good luck, and is said to be "making the 
revolution grow," and "washing away the vestiges of 

colonialism." 

Foreign delegations participating in the in- 
dependence celebrations included Cuba, China, the 
Soviet Union, North arid South Vietnam, and Cambodia. 
Conspicuous in their absence were official delega- 
tions from the United States, France and West 
Germany. Although President Ford extended formal 
U.S. recognition to the new nation in a letter to 
Machel, the U.S. was not invited to attend because 
of U.S. support for Portugal's African wars during 
the colonial period* 


Agostinho Neto, president of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola— the most radical 
of Angola's three nationalist movements— was re- 
ceived as a head of state. 

Economy Faces Difficulties 

Machel said that economically Mozambique faces 
"catastrophic" difficulties. There is famine through 
out the country and vital food crops have to be 
largely imported. Most agriculture— cashew nuts, 
sugar and cotton— are organized for colonial markets 
In the case of corn, an important staple, Mozambique 
produces less than 107» of that which it consumes. 

Illiteracy is estimated at between 80 and 90%, 
and over 50,000 skilled white technicians and pro- 
fessionals have already left the country. Some esti- 
mate that no more than 100 doctors- -remain. 

Machel made no statement regarding Frelimo's 
official policy toward the white racist governments 
of neighboring Rhodesia and South Africa in his 
independence speech. In a recent interview however, 
Machel said that "Rhodesia is an illegal regime, an 
outgrowth of British colonialism. There is no ques- 
tion of having relations with the regime in 
Salisbury." 

Frelimo has supported the activities of armed 
nationalist groups who oppose minority rule in 
Rhodesia, but for the time being Frelimo is forced, 
to accept a relationship with Salisbury that it 
does not want. Eighty percent of Rhodesia's imports 
pass through the port of Beira and travel on Mozam- 
biquan railroads to Rhodesia, for which Mozambique 
receives badly needed revenues. 

Mozambique will get support if it closes its 
Rhodesian border, however. At a recent meeting of 
British Commonwealth nations in Jamaica, an African 
proposal was accepted which pledged to take "immedi- 
ate practical steps to assist an independent Mozam- 
bique in applying sanctions, since the great bulk 
of Rhodesia's exports and imports is dependent 
on Mozambique transit facilities." 

"Our short term interests may appear to lie in 
cooperation with the minority regime," a Frelimo 
minister stated recently, "but our long term in- 
terests and security lie with a free Zimbabwe." 

Relationship with South Africa 

imuiaEnnri— u— c— ■jumjg.r sac*- r cmwrunKJi ■QE?n i i-.r».<^a--acaaE—3 

Frelimo ’s relationship with South Africa will 
he more complicated,® Machel has stated that Mozambi«- 
que would respect neither the politics of ^dialogue” 
with -South Africa, nor n the infamous -principle of 
apartheid®” 

But the economies of the two countries are 
strongly Interdependent® South Africa has tradition- 
ally provided nearly 60% of Mozambique’s foreign 
exchange earnings® Mozambique imports much of its 
■food from South Africa, and over 150,000 Mozambicans 
travel to work in South Africa’s rich mines and 
fields® 

’’The Portuguese did not ereat economic struc« 
tures so that Mozambicans could work in their. own 
country,” Machel said recently, referring to, among 
other things, an agreement between Portual and South 
Africa dating back to 1909 which authorized the 
exportation of manual laborers to gold mines in 
South Africa® 
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"We've posed this question (of relations with 
South Africa) to our people, arid the response has 
been unequivocal* We must break disgraceful agree- 
ments like this, but before that happens, we have 
to create structures to deal with the immigrants 
if we don't want to increase unemployment*" 

The massive South African— financed Cabora-Bassa 
dam on the Zambezi River in northern Mozambique is 
expected to produce 18 million kilowatts of the 
world's cheapest electricity when all five turbines 
begin operation in 1978. (The first fetarted func- 
tioning this year*) 

But for the present, says one government minis- 
ter , "all electrical energy bound for Mozambique 
must go through South Africa , because the colonial 
regime didn't have a national electrical distribu- 
tion system." 

If South Africa has ways of putting pressure on 
Mozambique , the reverse is equally true* South African 
industrialization plans depend to a large exten£ 
on the energy from Cabora-Bassa. While ties like 
these remain, it is likely that relations between 
South Africa and Mozambique will be characterized by 
silent confrontation and for the moment the principle 
of non-interference seems to be in force. 

Arrival of Machel 

The Week's celebrations began with the arrival 
of Machel on June 23 in the capital Lourenco Marques , 
now renamed Can Phumo after an African who fought 
the original Portuguese colonialists in the sixteen- 
th century. Lourenco Marques was the name of a Por- 
tuguese colonial merchant of the same period. 

Returning to the capital for the first time in 
ten years, Machel was greeted by an estimated 250,000 
people carrying banners which read "Bcdlimo is the 
People , " "Abolish Racism , Regionalism , and Tribal- 
ism," and "Long Live the People of Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia." 

The charismatic Machel is largely unknown in 
the western world. Born in 1933, Machel was first 
educated by Catholic missionaries, and for a time 
trained as a medical assistant. In 1961, he met 
Eduardo Mondlane who on June 25, 1962— exactly thir- 
teen years before independence day— founded Frelimo 
and became its first president. 

Machel left Mozambique to join Frelimo in Dar 
Es Salaam, Tanzania in 1963. He traveled for mili- 
tary training to Algeria, and was put in charge of 
Frelimo' s first military camp on his return. When 
Frelimo launched its armed struggle on September 25, 
1964, he was among its first 250 guerrillas. 

He was appointed Frelimo' s military commander 
in 1966, and elected to the Central Committee in 
1968. 

Mondlane, officially listed as Portugal's most 
wanted man throughout the sixties, was assassinated 
by a bomb sent to him in a book in early 1969. The 
murder was subsequently traced back to Portugal's 
secret police. After the assassination, Machel was 
one of the threesome which constituted the movement's 
presidency until he was elected president a few 
months later. 

Despite all the problems Mozambique faces as 
it comes to independence, Frelimo' s leaders remain 
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overflowing with optimism. '.'Why hot?" says Machel. 
"We aren’t hysterical revolutionaries; we've been 
tempered by ten long years of war. 

"I've escaped massacres and manhunts. 

"When we started , we had absolutely nothing , 
but in ten years of aimed struggle, we have deeply 
transformed our country. We've uprooted colonialism, 
transformed our people, and made Mozambique known 
to the world. 

"And that was just in wartime." 

/ ■ : ,:!■ v '■ v, —30— ; 

PHILADELPHIA ELDERLY PROTEST NEW SOCIAL SERVICE RULES 

PHILADELPHIA (INS )— Five hundred elderly people 
staged a Philadelphia "tea party" June 13 to protest 
new federal regulations that will make it more dif- 
ficult for the elderly to receive government spon- 
sored services. 

Carrying homemade placards and waving small 
American flags, the protesters dumped bags of copies 
of the new rules into the Schuykilll River. 

The new regulations will require detailed fi- 
nancial disclosures from all elderly people who 
wish to take advantage of such social services as 
senior citizen Centers j counseling, and homemaker 
services. Passed by Congress at the end of 1974, 
the provisions are scheduled to go into effect in 
October. 

"It means that when we go into a senior center, 
even just to say hello, we'd have to sign our lives 
away, in plain words," said one elderly woman in 
the Action Alliance for Senior Citizens, the group 
organizing the protest. 

Under the new regulations — dubbed the "means 
test" —.applicants must answer four pages of ques- 
tions about their financial state, including their 
income and whether any member of the applicant's 
family has ever received federal assistance. Veri- 
fication of all information is required. 

"The means test Is a clear invasionof privacy," 
charged Frank Bradley, head of the Action Alliance. 
"It asks us to rat on our relatives. It digs Into 
our personal finances. It assumes that we are ehis- 
lers...We fear that if is art entering wedge to 
destroy the program (of senior social services ) 
entirely." 

Even the Adult Services Division of the City's 
Department of Public Welfare, which will be res- 
ponsible for enforcing the new federal rules , sup- 
ported the protesters. —30— 

"VIETNAMESE VILLAGE" PLANNED FOR FLORIDA TOURIST BITE 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (Drummer /INS)— Reverend 
Carl Mclntire, the conservative fundamentalist preach 
er, is planning a new tourist attraction for his com- 
plex in Gape Canaveral. Mclntire has brought some 40 
Vietnamese refugees to the site to live in a re-cre- 
ated "Vietnamese village," just "like one our boys 
went into during the war," he says. 

Besides being a tourisf attraction, Mclntire 
says the "villagers" will make porcelain elephants , 
vases and other items "that Americans love so well." 
The Reverend also has plans for another refugee 
hamlet.. .for Cambodians . —30— 
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CIA GETS AGgNT CAUGHT SMUGGLING OPIUM FROM THAILAND 
TO U.S. OFF THE HOOK 
LIBERATION News Service 

Y^)RK (LNS)— &ACIA agent, discovered to 
have ;;; : $gq^gi;fed 100 pounds of raw opium from Thai- 
land to . United States in 1973, went free thanks 
to strong- arming by the CIA. 

According to documents; received recently by 
the Chicago Daily News, the agency said that if 
its agent were tried on the smuggling charge, 
n the Situation could prove embarassing to the 
CIA. 11 

The 6IA did admit, however, that the agent, 
a native-boipn Thai named Puttaporn Khramkhruan, 
had a history of undercover work for the CIA in 
Thailand, Burma and Xa the f, G&lden Triangle 1 ’ 
of Southeast Asia where 707* of the world’s opium 
supply originates. 

The opium was smuggled into the U.S.ain 
25 newsreel film cans bearing the insignia of 
an American missionary group. It was marked 
’’unexposed film” but was discovered by U.S. Customs 
inspectors in New York. The cans of opium were 
to be delivered to the Phocis Films Co. in Chicago 
and would have been converted into heroin with 
a street value of $3.5 million. 

Charges of CIA involvement in the heroin 
trade have been numerous in recent years, particu- 
larly after the publication in 1972 of ’’The Politics 
of Heroin in Southeast Asia,” by Alfred McCoy, 
a book which^the CIA tried unsuccessfully to censor. 

”To an average American who witnesses the 
daily horror of the narcotics traffic at the street 
level it must seem inconceivable that this govern- 
ment could be inaany way implicated in the inter- 
national narcotics traffic,” writes McCoy. Yet 
’’American diplomats and secret agents have been 
involved in the narcotics traffic at three levels: 

”(l) coincidental complicity by allying 
with groups actively engaged in the drug traffic; 

(2) abetting the traffic by covering up for known 
heroin traffickers and condoning their involve- 
ment; (3) and active engagement in the transport 
of opium and heroin® 

”It is ironic, to say the least, that America’s 
heroin plague is of its own making.” 

1-1 rr / rtnKj pguAhruan was arrested and indicted in 
Chicago, In "August, 1973 shortly after he completed 
an executive course at Syracuse University spon- 
sored by the Agency for International Development. 
USAID, a branch of the State Department supposedly 
designed to provide financial aid to underdeveloped 
countries, is known to often be used as a ’’cover” 
for CIA activities. 

According to the indictment, Khramkhruan 
twice took part in the opium smuggling to Chicago 
while he was working for the CIA in Thailand. One 
shipment of 44 poinds of opium was successfully 
smuggled through customs to Phocis Films in 
January of 1972. Just what happened to the profits 
from the sale of this heroin in the U.S. is not 
known® The second shipment of 60 pounds was the 
one intercepted in New York. 


The head of Phocis Films, Theodore Norcutt, 
was arrested January 8, 1973 when he accepted 
delivery of the newsreel canisters, ^ftgp plead- 
ing guilty, Norcutt began serving an 18-month 
sentence at the federal prison farm in Terre 
Haut, Indiana this April. 

Also indicted in Chicago was Bruce Hoeft, 
who worked for the Peace Corps in Thailand 
and, according to several sources, also did work 
for the CIA. Hoeft was implicated in the smuggling 
operation by Khramkhruan. But when the CIA succeeded 
in getting the Justice Delartmept to dismiss 
the indictment against Khramkhrulan, the indictment 
against Hoeft also collapsed because the CIA 
also prohibited Khramkhruan from testifying 
against Hoeft. Four other people were also in- 
dicted for the smuggling— two were placed on four 
years probation and two have yet to be apprehended. 

U.S. Attorney James R. Thompson who worked 
on the case, told the Chicago Daily News that the 
situation was discussed at the highest levels of 
the Justice Department and the CIA in Washington 
during the spring of 1974. John Greaney, a CIA 
lawyer in Washington, came to Chicago for a con- 
ference with Thompson’s staff and said that under 
no circumstances would the CIA turn over its 
records on the case, saying that their release 
would seriously jeopardize the CIA’s operations 
in Southeast Asia. 

Khramkhruan was held in protective 
custody for one year at the Palmer House in 
Chicago and in two county jails. In the fall 
of 1974, he was released and returned to Chiang Mai, 
Thailand where he reportedly owns a restaurant and 
is connected with a radio station. Hoeft also 
returned to Thailand. 

THE CIA— FIGHTING COMMUNISM WITH HEROIN 

In the ’’Politics of Heroin in Southeast 
Asia,” McCoy details the origins and operations 
of the region’s drug trade including its main 
characters— the CIA, the Nationalist Chinese 
Army, the Mafia, U.S* officials who ’’look the 
other way,” and corrupt politicians in all of the 
U.S.-backed Southeast Asian countries. 

Aside from strong rumors that high-up 
Saigon arifiycoff icers were deeply involved in drug 
trafficking, probably the best known example of 
CIA-drug activity was in northern Laos with the 
Meo tribespeople. There the agency gave their 
full support to the Meo’s production of opium in 
exchange for their participation in a CIA-organized 
mercenary army which battled the Pathet Lao 
guerillas fighting for national liberation. . 

In the Thailand-Burma area, the drug traffic 
followed another story line. The Chicago Daily 
News, for instance, innocently reported that CIA 
agent Khramkhruan was a former lieutenant in the 
Chinese Nationalist Army who served in Burma 
before being recruited into the CIA. McCoy, however, 
explains the significance of this fact. 

’’The precipitous collapse of the Nationalist 
Chinese (Kuomintang, or KMT) government in 1949 
convinced the Truman administration that it had to 
stem ’the southward flow of communism’ into 




Southeast Asia® In 1950 the Defense Department ext- 
ended military aid to the French in Indochina® 

"In that same year, the CIA began regrouping 
those remnants of the defeated Kuomintang army in 
the Burmeses Shan States (in the north) for a pro- 
jected invasion of southern China® Although the KMT 
army was to fail in its military operations, it suc- 
ceeded in monopolizing and extending the Shan States 9 
opium trade® 

"The KMT shipped bountiful harvests to north- 
ern Thailand, where they sold to General Phao 
Sriyanonda of the Thai police, a CIA client," con- 
tinued McCoy® "The CIA had promoted the Phao-KMT 
partnership in order to provide a secure area for 
the KMT, but this alliance soon became a critical 
factor in the growth of Southeast Asia’s narcotics 
traffic® 

"With CIA support, the KMT remained in Burma 
until 1961 when a Burmese army offensive drove 
them into Laos and Thailand® By this time, however, 
the Kuomintang had already used their control over 
the tribal populations to expand Shan State opium 
production by almost 1,000 per cent--from less 
than 40 tons after World War II to an estimated 
3000 tons by 1962® 

"From bases in northern Thailand the KMT 
have continued to send huge mule caravans into the 
Shan States to bring out the opium harvest® Today, 
over twenty years after the CIA first began suport- 
ing the KMT troops in the Golden Triangle region, 
these KMT caravans control almost a third of the 
world’s total illicit opium supply and have a grow- 
ing share of Southeast Asia’s thriving heroin 
business® ® • ®" 

In the late 1940’s and early 1950’ s, Thailand’s 
General Phao waged, and ultimately won, a fierce 
"opium war" with another powerful Thai official, 
army general Sarit Thanarat® "While the clandestine 
nature of this ’opium war’ makes it difficult to 
reconstruct the precise ingredients in Phao ’ s vic- 
tory," said McCoy, "the critical importance of CIA 
support cannot be underestimated® 

"In 1951, a CIA front organization, Sea* Supply 
Corporation, began delivering lavish quantities of 
naval vessels, arms, armored vehicles and aircraft 
to General Phao’s police force® With these sup- 
plies Phao was able to establish a police air force, 
a maritime police, a police armored division, and 
a police paratroop unit. General Sarit ’s American 
military advisors repeatedly refused to grant his ar- 
my the large amounts of modern equipment that Sea 
Supply Corporation gave Phao’s police®" 

Thus, "Phao became Thailand’s most ardent anti- 
communist, and it appears that his major task was to 
support KMT political aims in Thailand and its guer- 
rilla units in Burma® Phao protected KMT supply 
shipments, marketed their opium®. .By 1955, Phao’s 
National Police Force had become the largest opium- 
trafficking syndicate in Thailand and was intimately 
involved in every phase of the narcotics traffic. 

"®®.If the smuggled opium was destined for ex- 
port, police border guards escorted the KMT caravans 
from the Thailand-Burma bolder to police warehouses 
in Ghiangmai, Thailand® From there police guards 
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THE ROCKEFELLER REPORT : s A GREEN LIGHT ON CIA DRUG 

ACTIVITIES 

T'he.; ; Rockefeller Commission report on the CIA, 

: releaped,, in- early June, has, In light of the Khram- 
Jkhruan affair, some outrageous, things to say 
about the CIA’s "narcotics control" work and its 
relationship with the Justice Department. 

* In a 'Section entitled "Assistance in Narcotics 
j Control, ■ the. ■■•Commission, report calmly states that 
"Through the Directorate of Operations, CjA provides 
foreign- intelligence support ■ to the government’s 
effort to control the flow of narcotics and other 
dangerous, drugs ■ into this country..® 

'"The CIA’s involvement in the narcotics field 
began ■ in October 1969 .with President Nixon’s 
formation of the White House Task Force on Narcotics 
Control. The Task Force was given the mission of 
formulating and implementing a program to stem the 
increasing; flow of heroin and opium into the United 


■ • • ■ "The Director of Central Intelligence was 
appointed to the Task Force and CIA was requested 
to use its existing intelligence gathering appara^ 
tus— to the maximum' extent poseible--to provide 
narcotics-related intelligence to other agencies 
who in turn. were involved in diplomatic, enforce- 
ment ■ and.. treatment initiatives coordinated by the 
Task Force®" 

In 1971 : the Task Force was replaced' by the 
■ Cabinet' Committee on International Narcotics Control 
and the Agency was "promptly delegated responsibility 
for coordinating all United States clandestine 
foreign .intelligence gathering with respect to 
narcotics’’— a .nice- little nook for operating your 
own drug network® 

; v On the subject"' of the G1A versus the Justice’ 
Department, 'the Rockefeller Commission revealed 
that for twenty. years the two agencies agreed to 
alldw the. CIA. to determine whether, on the basis 
of "national security" crimes committed by the 
agency should go unpunished® The Commission found 
"nothing. to indicate that the CIA abused the 


function given it by the agreements 


and in its 


( formal recommendations proposed basically the same 
arrangement for the f u ture® _ 

brought it to Bangkok by train or police aircrafts. 
Then it was loaded onto civilian coastal vessels 
and escorted ■ by the maritime police to a mid-ocean 
rendevous with freighters bound for Singapore or ' 
Hong Kong.'* 

.By. 1957, however, Phoa’s power in Thailand was 
dimished by a series of scandals just too sticky to 
sweep under the rug, and on September 16 he was de- 
posed in a coup engineered by his old rival General 
Sarit. Phao flew off to his numbered bank accounts 
in Switzerland, and the heroin trade in Thailand 
changed to other ' government "hands. 

"Bangkok remains .a. major Asian opium capital," 
concludes McCoy® "Little has .-changed since General 
Phao’s heydays today rather than being directly in- 
volved, high-ranking government leaders are. content 
to accept ..generous retainers from powerful Bangkok- 
s CONTINUED ON PAGE 8—————— 
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FORD INVITES PRIVATE INDUSTRY INTO NUCLEAR FUEL 
BUSINESS ; "SOCIALISM FOR THE RICH" 

NEW YORK (LNS)--Im what critics see as an omi- 
nous sign for U.S. nuclear poMcy^yPresident Ford 
proposed a. plan in mid- June to allow private ind- 
ustry into the mcliamafuel business. The plan, 
if approved by Congress, would mean an end to the 
government-controlled production which began 30 
years ago with the birth of the atomic bomb. 

Specifically, Ford’s proposal would allow 
private industry the rights and technology to build 
uranium enrichment plants — factories that process 
uranium ore into the kind of fuel that can be used 
to provide electricity in atomic power plants 
around the world® 

The three existing uranium enrichment facil- 
ities would stay in government hands under Ford’s 
plan, but all future enrichment plants would be 
built and operated by private corporations. In 
addition, the government has made assurances that 
it will make up for possible losses by private 
companies that want to build the plants. 

At least two consortiums -- Uranium Enrichment 
Associates (including Bechtel and Goodyear) and 
CengexC including Exxon and General Electric) -- 
are reportedly interested in building such plants. 

"This is just one more weakening of whatever 
loose controls there are on nuclear power," said 
Sanford Gottleib, a spokesperson for SANE, a peace 
organization® "It seems plain to us that putting 
uranium enrichment into the hands of private indus- 
try can only be a pandora’s box. It means private 
companies -- like Exxon would be in a position to 
blackmail the public and other countries, to get 
the prices they want.?! 

Ford is pushing for expansion of the uranium 
industry at a time when U.S® domination of the 
uranium export business is being threatened. by 
the Soviet Union, South Africa, France and West 
Germany® 


And SANE President Rubenstein pointed to the 
increased threat of nuclear blackmail by anyone 
who got hold of small quantities of uranium. 

"There are many cases of nuclear fuel being ‘Most* 
by private industries in the nuclear field, and 
we know it is not difficult to enrich nuclear 
fuel to higher, weapons-grade levels." 

In proposing his plan, Ford emphasized that 
private industry could build uranium enrichment 
plants "at enormous s savings to the American tax- 
payer." If private companies aren’t allowed to 
build the plants, the government will have to con- 
struct them at a cost of several billion dollars 
each, he said. 

Critics of the plan, however, charge that it 
will save the taxpayers nothing, pointing to gov- 
ernment assurances that it will guarantee losses 
suffered by private industry. 

"Industry wouldn’t get into uranium enrichment 
without firm government assurances," said Lorna 
Salzman of Friends of the Earth. "They know it 
isn’t economically feasible. The government is pre- 
tending that this will relieve the taxpayer® But 
if the industries don’t make profits, the govern- 
ment will make it up to them. ... It’s social- 
ism for the rich — the way it always is." 

-30- 

6c06c06t06c06c06E06c06c06c06c06c06c06t06c06c06«06t06c06c06c06e06c06E06c06c0 
U.S. STEPS UP TESTING OF LARGE NUCLEAR WARHEADS 

NEW YORK (LNS)— The U.S. has stepped up its 
testing of large nuclear warheads in an effort to 
beat the U.S. -Soviet test-ban treaty which would 
go into effect March 31, 1976 if approved by Con- 
gress. In the past month there have been three 
underground one-megaton blasts in the the Nevada 
desert, two of these within one week. 

Megaton force bombs are as powerful as a million 
tons of TNT, and are 50 times as potent as the atom 
bombs which destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki during 
World War II. 


In the past, administration proposals to let 
private industry into the nuclear fuel business 
have met with stiff opposition from certain Con* c 
gr ess members, who have expressed concern that 
uranium prices would soar, and that ownership of 
energy sources would be even more concentrated in 
a few hands® GrL'^. u' ■ ' a ~ ' \,e 

sn v ;ie aoriiPern.ee in'Xv ve^oc] in ^he-irr rrr.u - ire’evi 1 

j re ^rit ics . -explain that many of the same compa- 
nies interested in the uranium business already 
dominate oil, natural gas and coal supplies. SANE 
President Dave Rubenstein noted that the multina- 
tionals have been under sharp attack for monopo- 
listic practices including profiteering and induc- 
ing artificial shortages® 


Already Uranium Enrichment Associates has said 
it would have to raise uranium prices to operate at 
a profit and stay in business. It has estimated it 
would sell a uranium fuel load for about $13 million, 
compared with the $95 million the government current- 
ly charges® 


Critics of Ford’s plan also charge that it will 
add to the already enormous difficulties of stop- 
ping the spread of nuclear weapons. "It will spread 
around the potential for bomb material," said Lorna 
Salzman of Friends of the Earth. "The spread of the 
fuel cycle increases the risk of the development 
of nuclear weapons." 


The government has assured that the test 
blasts are not harmful. But people as far as 120 
miles away in Las VegaS felt the shock waves® And 
a spokesperson for SANE, a peace group supporting 
a complete nuclear ban, noted that there was some 
risk of radiation "venting" through cracks in the 
ground, or seeping into underground water supplies. 

The U.S. -Soviet test-ban treaty, signed by 
Gerald Ford and Leonid Brezhnev at the last summit 
conference and currently awaiting Congress** 
ional. approval, would ban tests of nuclear devices 
of more than 150 kilotons, equivalent to 1000 tons 
of TNT. In anticipation of the proposed regulations, 
however, the Atomic Energy Commission asked Congress 
last fall for supplementary funds of $57 million 
to enable them to accelerate megaton testing be- 
fore it became illegal. 

"This just highlights the hypocrisy and two- 
facedness of U.S. nuclear policy" said Herbert 
Scoville, a scientist who formerly worked with 
the Defense Department. "The treaty itself is not 
much of a test ban — it was just to give the appear- 
ance of doing something." 

Critics of nuclear proliferation have des- 
cribed the treaty as "a phony, flimsy agreement 
that will do absolutely nothing." And this past 
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[See graphics to go with this story.] 

THOUSANDS OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS IN MEXICO CALL FOR 
INDEPENDENT LABOR UNITY 

PACHUCA, Mexico (LNS)--Five thousand electrical 
workers in Mexico staged an unprecedented march in 
mid-June, calling for trade union democracy and unity 
of independent labor forcesj|--both inside and out of 
the Mexican Federation of Labor (CTM) . 

In one of many such demonstrations throughout 
Mexico on June 14, the group sang and chanted while 
marching through Pachuca, a small city two hours north 
of Mexico City. Onlookers in the mainly agricultural 
community greeted the demonstrators with cheers. The 
march culminated in two and a half hours of speeches 
in the city plaza. 

The main grievance of the workers is the domin- 
ation of the country's labor movement by "charros" — 
union bureaucrats who, the workers explain, are tied 
to business and government interests. The workers 
accused the "charros" of selling out the members' 
concerns and maintaining autocratic control over the 
rank and file. 

Several speakers also demanded an escalation 
of efforts to form a new labor federation that would 


Down with Fidel Velasquez [" 

Many of those who participated in the Hune 
14 demonstration have staged a sitdown strike at Kel 
vinator Corporation. The strike is not simply over 
wages and conditions, but is also in support of 
a rank and file, "anti-charro" executive board 
recently elected in defiance of Union bureaucrats." 

Less than 30 per cent of Mexican workers 
are organized, according to Galvan, and most of 
these workers belong to unions which he says are 
ineffective. 

-30- 

************************************************* 

SU IT FILED EOR JOANN LITTLE AND WOMEN AT 
IN NORTH CAROLINA 

NEW BERN, N.C . (LNS)--A federal court suit 
for Joann Little has been filed in New^Bern, North 
Carolina, demanding the implementation of consti- 
tutional standards for care of women prisoners 
in the Beaufort County jail, and asking $1 million 
in damages. 

Joann Little is a 21-year old black woman 


group together workers in an "independent, combative ,j||pcha»pd|^fthfmtodirin^hite jailer Clarence Alii 
political and revolutionary union." 


The Mexican labor conflict has centered primarily 
around the 45,000-member Electrical Workers Union. 
Several months ago, Fidel Velasquez, known by Critics 
as the George Meany of the CTM, ordered the leader 
of the Electrical Workers Union, Rafael Galvan, and 
his rank and file supporters out of the National 
Labor Congress. 

Galvan has accused CTM leadership of "thirty 
years of stagnation in forming active membership 
organizations. .. .Thh^hav^maiintained the workers 
in submission, in slavery, without membership 
meetings." 

Galvan also charged that Velasquez has "the 
power of a super secretary of the government... 
the help of foreign corporations and, lamentably, 
of the state itself." 

Velasquez, who was characterized by protesters 
as "the representative of imperialism in Mexico," 
has opened the doors of the CTM to the American 
Institute for Free Labor Development, an AFL-CIO 
agency supported by the U.S. State Department and 
many multinational corporations. The Institute 
was part of the CIA effort to subvert the Chilean 
Popular Unity government of Salvador Allende in 1973. 

Velasquez has also welcomed ORIT, the AFL-CIO 
dominated I|®fcer American Labor Organization, to 
Mexico, making the country a prime center of U.S. 
labor-corporate operations in Latin America. 

One speaker at the June 14 demonstration 
represented a delegation of professors and academic 
workers from SPAUNAM, a new independent union at the 
University of Mexico. SPAUNAM has called a strike-- 
the first involving "professional" university workers-- 
demanding a collective bargaining agreement and a 
40% wage increase. 

The SPAUNAM representative offered support to 
the electrical workers saying "We demand the dignity 
and the right of workers- -a collective aggeement. 


good after he attempted to rape her last August 
in her Beaufort County jail cell in Washington, 
North Carolina. She faces the death penalty if 
convicted. 

Little's trial, scheduled to begin in Raleigh 
on July 14, was originally set for Washington, 

North Carolina until attorneys Kdred Galloway 
and Jerry Paul convinced the judge in pre-trial 
motions that the area is the most racist in the 
state. A change of venue was granted, shifting 
the trial to Raleigh. 

Defendants in the federal suit filed in New 
Bern, N.C. are Don Alligood, executor of the estate 
of Clarence Alligood; two Beaufort County sheriffs; 
and Beaufort County Commissioners who are responsi- 
ble for providing funds for the prisoners' super- 
vision. 

Little was charged with murder after a white 
jailer entered her cell with an ice pick on August 
27, 19J4, and tried to rape her. She fought back, 
stabbing; Alligood with the ice-pick, and escaped. 

Little turned herself in on September 3, after 
Beaufort County authorities staged a vicious hunt, 
which Little said threatened her life. 

The suit demands $1 million in damages for the 
injuries Little suffered by being dep rive d of her 
constitutional right to adequate care m the jail. 

Class Action 

In addition to seeking money damages, Little's 
suit is also a class action asking the federal court 
to establish and implement constitutional standards 
of care and supervision of female inmates in the 
Beaufort County jail. 

Women prisoners are subject to only male super- 
vision, although North Carolina Department of Human 
Relations requires female guards for women prisoners 
in county jails. The women have no privacy when 
bathing, changing clothes or using toilets. Reports 
_£L 
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of by guards are common, 

. "'***••' ' ‘ 

FUrt^fwoips’e, there is no exercise or recreation 
provided *f^" ; the women, and they are forced to 
remain fdie in their small cells, many for months, 
without counseling or educational programs. 


"1 waht’to continue to speak out about the prison 
system ap^ii/hat I experienced while I was in jail," 
said Little, { $.ri a recent interview published in the 
Black Panther party newspaper. 


"I thifthfbr onie we have a chance to go in there 
and fight, ‘and actually win," she continued, referring 
to her vipCpB>ing trial, "to see how this system works 
and see whether a woman does have the right to 
defend herself. So many people that were in the 
same srtuafipft that I was in never even had a chance 
to ever reach the courts and never got a chance to 
tell what actually happened. 


"I am ju$t one out of a million that lived to 
tell the story," Little added. "So I think that is 
the reason my case has received so much attention. " 


ie ie * 


Women's groups, civil rights and community or- 
ganizations throughout the country have been very 
active in building support for Joann Little. Recent 
rallies and benefits in Chicago and Detroit drew 
over 2,000 people; actions in Rochester, N.Y., Rich- 
mond, Va. i Was^ingtop D.C. , New York City, Raleigh 
and ^many other cities have been planned. 

-30- 
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ELEVEN WHITES, ONE BLACK MAKE UP 
JURY FOR SAN QUENTIN SIX TRIAL 

OAKLAND, California (LNS)- -More than two months 
after jury selection began for the trial of the 
San Quentin Six, a jury of eight women and four men — 
only one of whom is black--has been picked to judge 
the six black and brown prison activists. The de- 
fendants- -Willie Tate, Fleeta Drumgo, David Johnson, 
Hugo Pinell,. Johnny Larry Spain, and Luis Talamantez 
--are charged with conspiracy and the murder of three 
guards and two prisoner- trustees who were killed in 
the aftermath of George Jackson's murder on August 
21, 1971 at San Quentin Prison. 

The jury selection process at Marin County Court- 
house sifted through more than 1,000 candidates since 
March 31; Since that date, trial Judge Henry J. 
Broderick has ..consistently denied motions from de- 
fense attorneys to question the prospective jurors 
on possible prejudices towards Third World people 
in general and black and Spanish-speaking prisoners 
in particular'. 

Charles Qarry, attorney for Johnny Larry Spain, 
said that this is the first time in over 30 years 
of law practice that he has not been able to ask 
prospective jurors the question, "If you were in my 
client's position, would you want a juror of your 
caliber to judge your guilt or innocence?" 

Broderick was one of the judges responsible for 
picking the original .grand jury which indicted the 
Six. That grand jury made headlines in October, 

1971, when one of the jurors resigned assailing, 

"the inequities and injustices of the secret indict- 
ing process." Two other jurors also walked out of 


the session, terming the process "immoral and 
illegal" and declaring, "what this grand jury does 
is not justice, but vengeance." 

In January, 1974, Judge Vernon Stoll ruled that 
the grand jury had violated the constitutional rights 
of the defendants since it systematically excluded 
black, working; young and Spanish- speaking people 
and he dismissed the charges. The state appealed 
the decision however, which was overturned by an 
appellate court in January, 1975, thus upholding 
the original indictments against the Six. 

Included among the jurors selected to hear 
the case is a 31-year-old computer repairperson 
whose babysitter is the daughter of a San Quentin 
guard. The one black juror is a 36-year-old Internal 
Revenue Service auditor. 

Selection of four alternate jurors is now taking 
place. And when Jud Scott, the lawyer for Hugo 
Pinell, was questioning a prospective alternate 
juror on June 24 about possible prejudice. Judge 
Broderick cited him for contempt of court and fined 
him $500. 

Scott was questioning whether a San Francisco 
Chronicle article about Ruchell Magee that had 
appeared the previous day had prejudiced the juror. 
Prosecutor Jerry Herman began making repeated 
objections to the questioning. Scott continued his 
questioning until Broderick- -who consistently sus- 
tains prosecuting attorneys' obj ections--cited 
Scott for contempt. 

Throughout the court proceedings, the five 
defendants still in jail (Tate is out on $100,000 
bond) have been chained and shackled in their 
chairs. Broderick told the jury that they were 
"not to question" this treatment of the Six nor 
"to assume possible violent tendencies or guilt or 
innocence" based on the chains or the specially 
constructed bullet proof shield that separates the 
actual courtroom from the spectator section. 

Broderick has consistently denied defense 
attorneys' motions about unshackling the prisoners 
saying that such motions were "untimely." 

-30- 

(Thanks to the People's World and the Black Panther.) 
**************************************************** 

INTERN'S DIVORCE REQUEST REFUSED BECAUSE 

WIFE WOULDN'T GET ADEQUATE COMPENSATION 

NEW YORK(LNS)--A Tulsa, Oklahoma doctor still in 
training recently requested a divorce from his wife, 
stating as one of his reasons that his wife's lack of 
a college education would prevent him from rising in 
the medical profession. 

His wife had worked to put him through medical 
school instead of going to college herself. The judge 
hearing the case refused the divorce request saying 
that the man was"afflicted with what is commonly 
known as 'chuck the wife' syndrome." The judge 
pointed out that a divorce would come at a "most 
opportune time" for the doctor since he is still be- 
ing paid relatively little and any assessment of his 
earnings at this time would not give his wife 
adequate compensation for her work. 

-30- 

(Thanks to the Spokeswoman for this short.) 
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HERTZ, AVIS AND NATIONAL- -THEY* RE ALL NUMBER ONE 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— Despite the multi-million ad- 
vertising budgets which go to persuade people that 
Hertz and Avis Car Rentals are engaged in all-out 
war, the relationship between the corporations is a 
lot cosier than they let on. 

Hertz, a subsidiary of RCA, Avis, a unit of ITT, 
and National Car Rental System, a division of House- 
hold Finance Corporation, have been charged by the 
Federal Trade Commission with conspiring to monopo- 
lize auto rentals at airports and leasing arrange- 
ments with the auto manufacturers. 

The complaint maintains that the three auto 
rental companies have acted in collusion to draw up 
contracts with airport concessionaires to exclude 
smaller rental companies from airport operations. 

The three companies have 100% of the market at the 
country's largest airports’, ^ncl 96% of the market 
in over-all airport rentals.' 

The three largest rental companies were also 
charged with unfair "exclusive arrangements" with 
each of the three big automakers. Under the arrange- 
ment, the automakers subsidize advertising for the 
rental companies, in exchange for leasing arrange- 
ments. Hertz' tie is with the Ford Motor Company, 

Avis is linked with Chrysler, and National with G.M., 
the complaint says. 

Despite the monopoly on the profitable airport 
business and subsidies from the auto companies, the 
big three car rental companies charge rates of 10- 
40% higher than smaller companies offering the 
same services. 

Although the government has brought suit against 
the three, it doesn't seem too anxious to press the 
case. Airport concessionaires and auto companies 
were not named in the complaint, and even if the 
car rental companies can't reach an out of court 
settlement, the antitrust action isn't expected to 
begin until late 1976 or 1977. 

-30- 

*************************************************** 

THE U.S.A. IS OFF LIMITS TO PROSTITUTES 

LYON, France (LNS)— A leader of the striking 
French prostitutes, known as Ulla, has been refused 
entry into the United States. She had been invited 
to participate in a debate and to explain the French 
movement to Coyote, an American prostitutes group. 

Everything was planned. The plane ticket was 
provided by way of Jane Fonda, intermediary for 
Coyote, and Ulla was chosen by the women of Lyon to 
be a delegate. There remained only one small for- 
mality--the visa. It was catagorically denied on 
the grounds that article 212 of the U.S. immigration 
law states that prostitutes, people that have been 
prostitutes, or people that are going to the United 
States to become prostitutes are forbidden entry. 

Another clause of this legislation states that 
people who are mentally ill, who have a contagious 
disease or who belong to the Communist Party, are r, 
not eligible for a visa. The French newspaper 
"Liberation" speculates that, "This leads us to be- 
lieve that Americans consider communism to be a 
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contagious disease and prostitution to be a mental 
disease, or perhaps the inverse." 
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(Thanks to Liberation- -a French daily--for this 
short . ) 

**************************************************** 

CONTINUATIONS 

U.S. STEPS UP TESTING OF NUCLEAR WARHEADS-- 
CONTINUED from page 5 

nuclear nonproliferation treaty, many countries 
denounced the U.S. for its lack of sincerity in 
nuclear arms control. The U.S. refused to go along 
with the smaller countries' demands to stop all un- 
derground tests, to reduce nuclear arsenals, and to 
pledge not to use nuclear weapons against non- 
nuclear countries. 

Currently the U.S. has about 8500 H-bombs, or 
the equivalent of 39 for every city in the Soviet 
Union. During the last fiscal year, the U.S. spent 
approximately $500 million on nuclear weapons testing. 

-30- 
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CIA AGENT CAUGHT SMUGGLING OPIUM— 

CONTINUED from page 4 

based Chinese [Nationalist] syndicates that have 
taken full responsibility for managing the traffic. 

The drug trafficking in Laos and South Vietnam 
is sure to be adversely affected by the recent 
National Liberation Front and Pathet Lao victories, 
despite some U.S. government claims to the contrary. 
But the Burma-Thailand drug route seems destined to 
continue— with the CIA's assistance— for the time 
being. 

-30- 
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POWDERED MILK FOR THE PRG 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Laid-off workers in a malted 
milk factory in Nowra, New South Wales, Australia 
are asking that the Australian government save their 
jobs by sending powdered milk to liberated Vietnam. 

The Amalgamated Metal Workers Union called for 
the measure when workers were laid off at the 
Shoalhaven Malting Company after the government 
of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) wasn't able to pay for a 
million dollars worth of powdered milk which it had 
ordered and had already been manufactured. 

-30- 

(Thanks to the Tribune in Australia. ) 
******** 1 ******************************************** 

DEAR SUBSCRIBERS: YOUR RESPONSE TO OUR FINANCIAL 

PLIGHT HAS NOT BEEN OVERWHELMING WE ARE MAILING 

OUT THE JULY BILLS IN A FEW DAYS AND WE NEED EVERY- 
ONE TO SEND AS MUCH AS THEY POSSIBLY CAN SCRAPE .7 Si” 
TOGETHER AND THEN SOME. PLEASE DO IT NOW. 

LNS 
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...forge simple words 
that even the children 
can understand-- words 
which will enter every 
house like the wind 
and the fall, like red 
hot embers on our 
people’s souls. 

Jorge Rebelo 

Frelimo 
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